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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



SUPPLEMENTAL EXAMINER'S ANSWER 

Pursuant to the remand under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(1 ) by the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences on 5/30/2008 for further consideration of a rejection, a 

supplemental Examiner's Answer under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2) is set forth below: 

In the Reply Brief filed 8/7/2006, appellant alleges Vyncke fails to disclose that a 
new single object is generated. In reply, without changing ground of rejection, Examiner 
notes the teaching relevant to Figure 8a (column 8, line 27-57 ) are about objects and 
since Vyncke teaches "By merging the two objects together to create a single object 
with multiple attributes, the file is optimized", column 5, line 25-27, it is very clear that 
the objects taught in column 8, line 27-57 could be merged to create a single object 
where the single object is a new single object. 

The appellant must within TWO MONTHS from the date of the supplemental 
examiner's answer exercise one of the following two options to avoid sua sponte 
dismissal of the appeal as to the claims subject to the rejection for which the Board 
has remanded the proceeding: 

(1) Reopen prosecution. Request that prosecution be reopened before the 
examiner by filing a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 with or without amendment, affidavit, or 
other evidence. Any amendment, affidavit, or other evidence must be relevant to the 
issues set forth in the remand or raised in the supplemental examiner's answer. Any 
request that prosecution be reopened will be treated as a request to withdraw the 
appeal. See 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(i). 
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(2) Maintain appeal. Request that the appeal be maintained by filing a reply 
brief as set forth in 37 CFR 41 .41 . If such a reply brief is accompanied by any 
amendment, affidavit or other evidence, it shall be treated as a request that prosecution 
be reopened under 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(i). See 37 CFR 41 .50(a)(2)(ii). 

Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) are not applicable to the TWO 
MONTH time period set forth above. See 37 CFR 1 .136(b) for extensions of time to 
reply for patent applications and 37 CFR 1 .550(c) for extensions of time to reply for ex 
parte reexamination proceedings. 

/Ryan R Yang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 



